HIAWATHA WATER BOARD

REGULAR MEETING

NOVEMBER 19, 2013
Meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM by Chairperson Charlie Fridal in Conference Room B at 101 Emmons St. Members present were Patrick White, Beverly Daws, Troy Andersen and Gary Casady. Also present was Water Superintendent Carl Ransford, Council Liaison Bob Wheeler, Water Systems Supervisor Marty Recker, Water Clerk II Sara Ries and guests Attorney Mark Paramenter, Jasmine Bellotte and Tom Belin from Woodcrest Apartments and Brad Cutler from Sensus Meter Company.  Roll was called.

Pat White moved the approval of the agenda. Troy Andersen seconded.  Motion Carried.

Bev Daws moved the approval of the consent agenda: October 2013 meeting minutes, financial report, and bills. Gary Casady seconded. Motion Carried.
BUSINESS:
Tom Belin of Woodcrest Apartments to speak with the Water Board
Mr. Belin approached the Water Board with his concerns of a high water bill that occurred in July of 2013 and is requesting the Water Department split the high water/sewer bill with him.

The water consumption at Building #H at 1440 Blairsferry Rd. had a gradual increase over 2 months which the Water Department and Mr. Belin were aware of and looking into before the very large increase that occurred in July.  The water meter was pulled out and tested for accuracy.  Two (2) separate tests were performed at two (2) separate times by two (2) different employees of the Water Department.  A third (3) test was also performed by the City of Cedar Rapids Water Department.  Results of all three (3) tests showed the meter to be running with accuracy according to the AWWA standards.  Brad Cutler from Sensus Meter Company was asked if it is possible for the water meter to be faulty.  His response was no because of the type and size of meter that is in building #H.  Mr. Belin requested for the meter to be tested in house where the problem occurred and Brad said that was not possible again because of the type and size of the meter.  Brad proceeded to say that the testing facilities Hiawatha and Cedar Rapids have are very reliable.  
Mr. Belin felt the tests were inaccurate because the water consumption dropped after the meter was switched out – even though the consumption had started to go back down before the meter was pulled out.  Mr. Belin also had a plumber go through the building and nothing was found to be leaking or to be out of the ordinary.  
Prior to the Water Board meeting, Carl Ransford requested half of the bill be paid to avoid the disconnection process.   The remaining balance would then be discussed at the Water Board Meeting.  After hearing all the information from Tom Belin, Brad Cutler, and Carl Ransford, the Water Board discussed all possibilities including the fact that Hiawatha does not have its own waste water treatment facility therefore when this water went down the sewer (according to our meter accuracy test)  a cost was incurred to have this water treated in Cedar Rapids.  The board did agree to split the remainder of the bill with Woodcrest Apartments as there was no clear cut problem or solution to the high water consumption.  

Gary Casady made a motion to split in half the remaining portion of the high water and sewer bill with Woodcrest Apartments.  The Water Department would remove $313.95 from the water and sewer bill for building #H at 1440 Blairsferry Rd.  Pat White seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
Consider Resolution Authorizing a Water and Sewer Rate Study
This rate study had been discussed at the October 2013 Water Board meeting.  The Water Department’s half of the study to Veenstra & Kimm, Inc of West Des Moines would be $6,222.00. 
Pat White made a motion to pass Resolution 23-13 Authorizing Veenstra & Kimm to perform a Water and Sewer Rate Study for the total cost of $12,444.00. Bev Daws seconded the motion.

Roll call vote:

AYES: Troy Andersen, Bev Daws, Charlie Fridal, Gary Casady, Pat White
NAYS: None
ABSENT:  None 
Resolution 23-13 Approved
Consider Resolution Amending Resolution 18-13 to Increase the Cost of Water Main Fittings to HD Supply Waterworks for the Hookup of Well #10 to Loggerhead Rd. 
Carl Ransford explained the reasoning for the increase is because of additional water main fittings that needed to be purchased to complete the hookup of water main.  The increase would be to $24,618.53 from the original cost of $22,910.44.

Bev Daws made a motion to pass Resolution 24-13 Amending Resolution 18-13 to Increase the Cost of Water Main Fittings to HD Supply Waterworks for the Hookup of Well #10 to Loggerhead Rd. Troy Andersen seconded the motion.

Roll call vote:

AYES: Pat White, Gary Casady, Charlie Fridal, Bev Daws, Troy Andersen
NAYS: None
ABSENT:  None 
Resolution 24-13 Approved
Discussion of KLK Holdings at 850 N 20th Ave.
Carl Ransford informed the Water Board that Bart Woods, a representative for KLK Holdings (Insync), talked with him about possibly leasing some property from the Water Department at 2030 Boyson Rd. for access to their existing building. KLK Holding actually inquired about this in 2005, but did not go any further with it.  There was no further discussion as representatives from KLK Holding were not present as this meeting.  
Superintendent’s Report
There have been 3 main breaks in November.  2 of the breaks were in the same area of town and were both at the corporation stop that was tapped into the water main.  The third break ended up being a service break and we were able to turn that over to the homeowner’s contractor.  Because the first 2 breaks did not appear above ground in the area where the break actually occurred causing extra time and concrete work; Carl is asking if the Water Board would be in favor of purchasing a Correlator which will pin down where the break is and save us time and money.  
Northway Well is in the process of acidizing Well #10.   No extra information was available at the time of the meeting. 
The 6” valve on Boyson Rd in front of 1771 Boyson Rd has been repaired by Dave Schmitt.  

Pat White moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:35pm.  Gary Casady seconded.  Motion carried. 
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