Hiawatha Park & Recreation Commission
Regular Meeting

February 12, 2013

Chairperson Deb Theis called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in Hiawatha Conference Room B. Present: Deb Theis, Frank Glaser, Dan Wilkes, Bill Hornett and Dawn Ewoldt. Employees: Angie Cole, Kelly Friedl, Rick Wolfe and Tom Theis. Guest: Larry Eveland
Motion by Frank Glaser, second by Bill Hornett, to approve February 12, 2012 agenda. Motion Carried.

Motion by Frank Glaser, second by Bill Hornett, to approve minutes of December 11, 2012. Motion carried.

Recognition Award: 
Larry Eveland received an award from Mayor Tom Theis and Parks and Recreation Director Angie Cole for his hard work and dedication for the 12 years he served on the Hiawatha Park and Recreation Commission. He will continue to help with Kids Movie Nights though out the year, along with Playing for Keeps in the fall. We thank him for all his hard work and dedication.
Appointment of Chairs: 
President and Vice President Terms have ended for the 2012 year. Recommendations were made to nominate Dan Wilkes as president stepping up from the vice president role, he accepted. Bill Hornett was recommended to take the vice president role by Frank Glaser, he accepted.  
Motion made by Bill Hornett, second by Frank Glaser, to elect Dan Wilkes as Chairperson for the 2013 year. Motion carried. 

Motion by Deb Theis, second by Frank Glaser, to elect Bill Hornett as Vice Chairperson for the 2013 year. Motion carried.
2013 Volunteer Considerations:

Each year the Parks and Recreation Commission does an amazing job volunteering their time with the City’s events and programs. Dan Wilkes went through the list of events taking place and explaining what they entail. Members had a chance to review what interests them and their availability. Dawn agreed to take over Larry’s duties at Kids Movie Nights. Members can continue to sign up at future meetings.
NW Territory Review: 

Angie Cole presented an update with the research that has been done as to the possible location of a lodge in Hiawatha. The City Comp Plan and The Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Plan have been reviewed with maps of existing facilities, service areas, and potential parks and recreation facility sites. In addition the City Clerk and City Engineer have reviewed the areas including water, sewer and land owners with these locations. There are 5 possibilities generated.
 Looking at the existing plan an estimated 5 acres could fit the lodge and parking lot. Angie stated that the positives about the Clark Park are that we own the land for the lodge to be built on but would have to buy land for the second entrance. The entrance land needed is owned by Heimstra which may be a challenge. Otherwise once Edgewood Road is built the land discussed will be owned by the state. Deb Theis stated that she thinks it would be best if we had a good relationship with whichever land owner we go with so that no issues occur in the future. The commercial area to the south, if leased for an entrance, could be leased 10-20 years depending on when Edgewood Road goes through which could be costly. 
There are three property locations located in the NW Territory. Tom Theis mentioned that in the future expanding the city limits to the north is the only direction the city has room to grow. So looking at a new park in that area might not be a bad idea. Frank Glaser mentioned that Tower Terrace is a thriving community that will continue to expand so having land in the direction even if it takes 10 years will be a good investment. Bill stated that now would be the best time to buy land since pricing will continue to increase over the years in that direction. Mayor Theis mentioned an additional subdivision that could be developing 104 lots in the area. Frank pointed out the information in Map 2 where the highest service areas are located in Hiawatha. The NW Territory is not located in those areas but is moving in that direction. Cole reiterated that the hope is to apply for grants to purchase the land because of the natural educational piece we hope to incorporate in the lodge and land plan. Dan explained that purchasing land in the NW area can spur development in the areas for commercial and residential. Commission agreed that the land in option 5 seemed to be the best location and suited for Hiawatha’s park needs. No final decisions will be made until these locations are further looked at by the Mayor and City Clerk. Angie will bring update information to next month’s meeting.
Parks and Recreation Updates:

Kids Movie Night: February’s Kids movie night took place with a little over 60 people in attendance. New York Life brought in their Child ID program, setting up in the storage room worked well.   

Monthly Newsletter: At the beginning of each month Kelly will be sending out a newsletter to our recreation participants through our online recreation program system with upcoming programs and events. Frank asked if we can put this letter in with the Hiawatha Insights. Angie replied that we already put in upcoming events and programs just not as detailed information.

Seasonal Positions:

We will start advertising for our seasonal positions this week. We hire 3 seasonal positions to work in the parks and in all city land areas.  Angie also attended a Kirkwood job fair on February 12th to help recruit for these positions.
Motion by Deb Theis, second by Frank Glaser, to adjourn at 7:25 p.m. Motion Carried.
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