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North Center Point Road/Emmons Street/Robins Road Intersection Update

The west side of North Center Point Road is now complete. The contractor has moved traffic to the newly constructed west 
two lanes, which allows the removal of the east one-half of the street. The remainder of the intersection will be completed 
next and Emmons Street and Robins Road will be reopened using the new intersection and traffic signals. The last phase will 
be the reconstruction of Robins Road to the north. Plan for traffic delays during this phase and please proceed with caution 
as a considerable amount of construction equipment is working in the area. 

The work includes a new traffic signal, new street lights, new bike trail and landscaping. 

Tower Terrace Interchange

On June 13, 2017 the Iowa 
Department of Transportation 
Commission approved the Fiscal 
Year 2018-2022 Transportation 
Improvement Program. The 
program reflects Iowa’s investment 
in the multimodal transportation 
system to provide safe and efficient 
mobility. The new standard 
diamond interchange proposed at 
I-380 and Tower Terrace Road is 
included in the 2022. The program 
is posted on the Iowa DOT website. 
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Look for the Hiawatha I.D. Badge before Doing Business 

with Solicitors and Peddlers

They may be driving an ice cream van up and down the residential 
streets selling frozen treats, parked in City right-of-way selling food 
out of a pushcart, or going door to door selling their goods and servic-
es. Individuals carrying out any of these types of activities are known 
solicitors/peddlers or “vendors.” To confirm the vendors are registered 
and licensed to conduct business in our City, residents should look for 
an identification badge issued by the City of Hiawatha. 

If the vendor is not wearing the identification badge in plain sight, ask 
them to present the badge which will have the Hiawatha logo printed 
on it, along with the individual’s name, company name and license 
expiration date. 

A picture of the identification badge is shown below: 

Please contact the Police Department at: 319-393-1212 or the City 
Clerk’s office at 319-393-1515, with any concerns regarding a vendor 
conducting business in your neighborhood. 

Corridor Business Journal’s 2017 Fastest Growing 
Businesses Named

Corridor Business Journal (CBJ) celebrated entrepreneurs for the 10th 
year during their 2017 Fastest Growing Businesses award’s program. 
Four of our local Hiawatha businesses continue to adapt and grow as 
they were honored among their peers on June 7, 2017. 

In today’s market companies learn very quickly that they need to carve 
out their own niche in their industry and with many entrepreneurs 
develop ways to perform more efficiently. CBJ said this year’s field 
was as diverse as ever, including not only high-growth industries such 
as e-commerce and technology, but electrical and HVAC contractors, 
landscapers and consulting firms. 

Ahmann Design continues to make the list as number 11 of the 25 
business recognized during the event. As the CBJ put it, “There’s no 
sitting still for Mr. Ahmann. No less than four companies started by 
Mr. Ahmann have landed a spot on the prestigious list. He started out 
in 1991 with his home design firm and most recently started Pivot 
Real Estate, which offers sales and leasing.” Ahmann Design saw their 
growth in the 88.83%. 

Ready Wireless is no stranger to the list either. The Ready Wireless 
MVNO Engine is the premier white label solution for building wireless 
telecommunication products and services. Over the past 10 years their 
innovative approach has helped grow their revenues by 136.9%. In 
2016 their revenues grew $77 million from $32 million in 2014. Ready 
Wireless was recently named “best aggregator of mobile technology” 
at a global conference in Nice, France. 

Premier Staffing made its fourth appearance on the CBJ’s fastest grow-
ing list. Premier Staffing was a startup company needing to fill its own 
positions for CCB Packaging and grew from there. “They have been 
a 40.49% growth due to their highly skilled team and ensuring their 
customers have a great experience by keeping the process simple, says 
Vice President Rod Hanssen, CBJ.

Midwest Microwave Solutions (MMS) designs and manufactures in-
novative, high performance radio frequency tuner and radio frequency 
digitizer products for SIGINT, COMINT, ELINT and SDR applications 
for US Government and Intelligence Programs. MMS’s experienced 
a 109.19% revenue growth on the bases of their continued advanced 
knowledge of their employees and quality products that continue to 
evolve. 

These four “Fastest Growing Companies” numbers are simply 
amazing. When you think about the economy and the growth these 
companies have been able to achieve over the years it is nothing but 
remarkable. These Hiawatha entrepreneurs among many in companies 
in Hiawatha continue to create excitement in our community and add 
value to our eco-system as a whole. 

The City Council and Mayor Bennett congratulate Ahmann Design, 
Ready Wireless, Midwest Microwave Solutions and Premier Staffing 
in accomplishing your business goals and wish you the best in your 
continuation of raising the bar. 

Date:	     Thursday, July 20, 2017	
Time:	     11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Location:  Kirkwood Linn Co. Regional Center
	     1770 Boyson Road, Hiawatha, IA 52233	  

Save the Date: HEDCO State of the City Luncheon



June 7, 2017

June 21, 2017

July 2017

July Calendar
 

02  Farmers Market 11:00AM-2:00 PM
      Guthridge Park
04  Holiday - City Hall Closed
05  City Council Meeting 5:30 PM
09  Farmers Market 11:00AM-2:00 PM
      Guthridge Park
10  History Committee 
      Meeting 1:30 PM
10  Board of Adjustment 
      Meeting 6:00 PM

11  Parks Commission  
      Meeting 6:00 PM
11  Library Board Meeting 7:00 PM
12  Council meeting airs
       6:00 - 7:30 PM Ch 4 (IMON)   
       7:00 PM Ch 18 (Mediacom)
16  Farmers Market 11:00AM-2:00 PM
      Guthridge Park
18  Water Board Meeting 5:30 PM
19  City Council Meeting 5:30 PM
23  Farmers Market 11:00AM-2:00 PM
      Guthridge Park

24  P&Z Meeting 5:30 PM

26  Council meeting airs
       6:00 - 7:30 PM Ch 4 (IMON)   
       7:00 PM Ch 18 (Mediacom)
30  Farmers Market 11:00AM-2:00 PM
      Guthridge Park

August Calendar
 

02  City Council Meeting 5:30 PM
06  Farmers Market 11:00AM-2:00 PM
      Guthridge Park
08  Parks Commission  
      Meeting 6:00 PM
08  Library Board Meeting 7:00 PM
09  Council meeting airs
       6:00 - 7:30 PM Ch 4 (IMON)   
       7:00 PM Ch 18 (Mediacom)
13  Farmers Market 11:00AM-2:00 PM
      Guthridge Park

14  History Committee 
      Meeting 1:30 PM
14  Board of Adjustment 
      Meeting 6:00 PM
15  Water Board Meeting 5:30 PM
16  City Council Meeting 5:30 PM
20  Farmers Market 11:00AM-2:00 PM
      Guthridge Park
23  Council meeting airs
       6:00 - 7:30 PM Ch 4 (IMON)   
       7:00 PM Ch 18 (Mediacom)

25  Hiawatha Fun Fest (25th-26th!)

27  Farmers Market 11:00AM-2:00 PM
      Guthridge Park
28  P&Z Meeting 5:30 PM

Hiawatha Council Action
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The Hiawatha History Committee Presents
“Did You Know” the history behind Hiawatha street names?

Robins Road
This road leads to the City of Robins and therefore it was 
appropriately named Robins Road. 

Tucker Street
Tucker Street was named after Wesley 
“Tommy” Tucker who sold the Tucker Park land to 
the City for a $1.00. Wesley Tucker was also close 
friends with Hiawatha founder Fay Clark. 

Unified Development Code (UDC) Review Committee Update
Recently the City of Hiawatha updated its Comprehensive Plan. Our new 
plan is a vision of Hiawatha’s development over the next 20 years. It 
includes a description of our goals and a road map to achieve those goals. 
Comp Plan 2036 includes the specific values Hiawatha choose to uphold 
and a description of our role in the Northeast Iowa Corridor.

The plan includes a set of projects for maintaining a path to progression. 
One of the first items is to review our current codes and ordinances assuring 
alignment with the Comprehensive Plan. To that end, City Council, with 
recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Commission has approved 
the formation of a UDC review committee. The committee includes rep-
resentation from local citizens, businesses, developers, P&Z Commission, 
Council and city staff.

The objectives of the Committee are to: 
•	 Simplify our UDC to assure consistent interpretations
•	 Modify the requirements to match present zoning policies
•	 Amend the UDC to align with the Comp Plan 2036 objectives
•	 Update the language and references to reflect new planning methods

The review committee members are: 

NAME		  REPRESENTING
Mark Powers	 P&Z
Mark Ross	 P&Z
Steve Dodson	 Community Member
Kimm Harris	 Community Member
Jon Dusek		 Developer
Mike Freeman	 Local Business Person
Benton Frey	 Local Builder
Dennis Norton	 City Council Person
Patrick Parsley	 City Staff
Kim Downs	 City Staff
John Bender	 City Staff
Jim Fisher		 City Staff

Our first meeting is scheduled for July 13, 2017 at 5:30 PM in the lower 
level of City Hall. We will continue to meet the second Thursday of each 
month until December. We hope to complete the project before the end 
of the year. All meetings are open to the public and will be posted on our 
website. 

Severe bleeding can be a life threaten-
ing emergency. In fact, someone can 
bleed to death in as little as 5 minutes. 
Severe bleeding can happen at home, 
work or play. It can happen from 

everyday emergencies, natural disasters or man-made crisis including acts 
of violence. Fire Medic Shelby VanWeelden recently attended a train the 
trainer program called “Stop the Bleed.” Stop the Bleed is a nationwide 
campaign sponsored by the Department of Homeland Security through the 
National Security Council, designed to empower lay people to act quickly 
when someone is bleeding. The purpose of the program is ultimately put 
bleeding control kits in public places, similar to where AED’s are now 
and to provide training to lay people in how to use those kits. We know 
statistically that AED’s, in the hands of trained lay persons, are saving lives. 
The hope is that the same can be accomplished with the “Stop the Bleed” 
program. If you would like more information on a class for your group or 
business, contact Shelby at 319-393-4180. For more information on the 
program see www.bleedingcontrol.org. 

Fun Fest is quickly approaching! 
Be sure to check out our lineup so 
you don’t miss out on all the fun 
activities we have to offer! Visit 
www.hiawatha-iowa.com for the 
full schedule of events under the 

calendar tab!

Exciting news! Hiawatha Public Library and 
Hawkeye Area Down Syndrome Association 
(HADSA) are teaming up to offer a free music 
therapy program for kids with Down Syndrome 
and their families. Do Re Mi will meet on July 15 
and August 19 from 9:30-10:00 am.

Amber Cook, board-certified music therapist with 
a degree in Music Education currently serves as 
music therapist at the outpatient clinic at Tanager 
Place. She is eager to bring her expertise and en-
thusiasm to Hiawatha Public Library. Ms. Cook 
explains, “During Do Re Mi, children and their 
families will experience movement and social 
interaction through active music making.” 
Hiawatha Public Library shares her zeal and 
invites families to join us for this rhythmic 
opportunity!

Duty Crew Change and New Officers
Did you know the fire department is made up of both 
paid and volunteer personnel? The current roster is 
made up of four full time, 4 part time and 45 volunteer 
firefighters, EMT’s and Paramedics. The paid staff 
primarily work Monday through Friday from 7 AM to 
5 PM. They serve triple duty by providing coverage 
during the day, when there are fewer volunteers. They 
staff the ambulances, the first responding fire engine 
and do administrative work to keep the fire depart-
ment and ambulance service operating. The volunteer 
members provide almost all the coverage after 5 PM and on weekends. Recently, the volunteer mem-
bers switched from a five crew system to a six crew system. Crews are now on duty every sixth day. 
Along with that, six new duty crew officers were appointed or reappointed to oversee the operation 
of the crews. The Duty Crews are made up of six to eight responders who provide the initial response 
to medical and fire calls, backed up by off duty staff. Because the Duty Crews play such an important 
role in providing services, it’s important to have strong leaders in charge of each crew. On June 7, 
City Council approved the appointment or reappointment of the following individuals:  

Rob Archibald was promoted to Captain. Member of the fire department since 2002. 
Matt Lellig was promoted to Lieutenant. Member of the fire department since 2007. 
Chris Liscum was promoted to Lieutenant. Member of the fire department since 2013. 
Brad Ransford was reappointed to Captain. Member of the fire department since 2005. 
Scott Studt was promoted to Captain. Member of the fire department since 1998. 
Andrew Sweeney was promoted to Captain. Member of the fire department since 2003. 

Together, these gentlemen bring 74 years of experience, along with countless hours of training, 
leadership and life experiences and a variety of backgrounds. We have met individually and discussed 
expectations and they are each very excited to move forward with the new crew system. 

Pictured above: Matt Powers, Chris Liscum, 
Matt Lellig, Scott Studt & Mike Nesslage. 
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Movies Under The 

Moon

Join us for our first Movies 
Under the Moon on July 21 
featuring Moana! Movie will 
begin at dusk. There will be 
free popcorn provided by the 
Friends of Hiawatha Parks 
and Recreation Foundation and Kona Ice will be in attendance. Bring your lawn 
chairs and blankets and enjoy a movie with your family and friends! Please bring 
a non-perishable food item to donate to the HACAP food pantry!

Track meet with Marion & Cedar Rapids at Coe

Hiawatha, Marion and Cedar Rapids Parks and Recreation 
hosted their first combined Live Healthy Iowa Kids track meet 
on May 20, 2017. They had 40 kids in attendance between the 
ages of 5-12 at the Cedar Rapids Coe College Track. Participants 
were able to pick the events they were interested in competing 
in. Some of the options included: Softball Throw, Long Jump, 
100 meter dash, 200 meter dash, 800 and even a 1 mile run. This 
event was free for kids to participate and excel onto the state 
track meet in Marshalltown, Iowa in June. The cities will con-
tinue to collaborate next year to host another successful event. 

Flower bed volunteers
The Parks and Recreation Department would like to thank 
all of the Adopt a Flower Bed volunteers for continuing to 
beautify the parks and city landscape. If you have a green 
thumb and love to plant flowers let us know! The Parks and 
Recreation Department has flower beds available to adopt 
around the City for the season! 

Prime Capital 
Investment Advisors

Prime Capital Investment 
Advisors, a grounded team-based, client-centric approach to 
full service financial advice celebrated their new Hiawatha 
location on May 17, 2017. Prime Capital Investment 
Advisors offer investment services: individual investment, 
private wealth management and risk management. Help us 

welcome Barry Buchholz 
and his team to their new 
location.

 1815 Boyson Road
(319) 393-8432

Precision Driver Training

On May 17, members of the 
Hiawatha Police Department took 
part in precision driver training 
at Hawkeye Downs as part of 
their monthly in-service train-
ing. The training was provided by 
Investigator Rod Fiser, who is our 
in-house certified precision driving 

instructor. This training included pursuit policy discussions, estimating 
patrol vehicle speed and an on track driving course. Hawkeye Downs 
provided an excellent opportunity to practice on a safe, closed course. Of-
ficers were required to maneuver around the course at various speeds and 
stress levels. This training helps officers know their capabilities as well as 
the equipment they are driving. Each officer attended a two hour block of 
training. Every member of the police department receives a minimum of 
two hours in-service training every month. This helps ensure officers are 
receiving the best possible training to better assist our residents. 
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City Clerk:
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Park & Recreation Director:
Kelly Willadsen                              X251
parkdirect@hiawatha-iowa.com

Community Development Director:
Patrick Parsley                               X229
bldgofficial@hiawatha-iowa.com

City Engineer:
John Bender                                   X511
cityengineer@hiawatha-iowa.com

Public Works Superintendent:
Rod Jasa                         319-393-6601
streets@hiawatha-iowa.com

Water Superintendent:
Marty Recker                                X232
mrecker@hiawatha-iowa.com

Police Chief:
Dennis Marks                   319-393-1212  
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Mike Nesslage                 319-393-4180
mnesslage@hiawatha-iowa.com

Library Director
Jeaneal Weeks                  319-393-1414
weeksj@hiawatha-iowa.com

Exit Eastern Iowa Realty

EXIT Realty Corp. International, 
full service real estate franchisor, 
opened for business in Hiawatha 
on May 18, 2017.  Exit is a 
Toronto, Canada based business 

whom expanded across North America. John Beltramea stated their 
reason for expanding into Hiawatha was due to their unique business 
model that made him want to be a part of Exit, the EXIT Formula is 
one of the key reasons for their phenomenal growth. Help us welcome 
John and his team at their new location in Hiawatha. 

2252 Blairs Ferry Road
Hiawatha, IA 52233
(319) 329-JOHN (5646)

The Guthridge Ladies Host Old Fashioned 
Neighborhood Get Together

The Guthridge ladies are back in town and will be hosting an Old 
Fashioned neighborhood get together. Debbie and Vonice 
Guthridge invite everyone to join them at the Guthridge Park 
green pavilion on July 9, 2017 from 12:30 - 4:30 PM. 

This is a potluck gathering so please bring a dish to share and 
your own beverages. 

Debbie and Vonice are the daughters of longtime Hiawatha 
resident Dale Guthridge who served as Mayor of Hiawatha from 
November 1971 - February 1982. In July 2000, Mayor Tom Pat-
terson renamed City Park to 
Guthridge Park in honor of 
Dale Guthridge. 

So please come out to 
Guthridge Park and welcome 
Debbie and Vonice Guthridge 
back to Hiawatha!


